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The 61st Legislative Session began on Tuesday, January 6th. A Legislative Bill Tracking System subscription 
service is available through the North Dakota University System. This subscription-based, value-added system 
is designed to track multiple measures through the legislative process during the legislative session.  The dead-
line to introduce House Bills is January 19th and the deadline for Senate Bills is January 26th.  Once again, the 
Chamber will be co-sponsoring the series of Saturday morning forums with District 24 Legislators. Times and 
locations are listed below. Complete details on the session can be found online at www.legis.nd.gov/
assembly/61-2009/ or by calling the Chamber at 845-1891. 

 
You can call your 

legislators toll 
free:  

 
1-888-NDLEGIS  
  (635-3447) 

 
TTY: 1-800-366-6888 

 

2009 Session Begins2009 Session Begins  
www.valleycitynd.com            January 2009       701-845-1891 

Senator Larry Robinson     
lrobinson@nd.gov             

Representative Ralph Metcalf                              
rmetcalf@nd.gov                                    

Representative Phil Mueller 
pmueller@nd.gov 

  2009 
District 24 Legislative Forum Schedule 

 

 Saturday, January 17th  Valley City   Valley City Eagles Aerie  
 Saturday, January 24th  Lisbon   Ransom County Courthouse Community Room  
 Saturday, January 31st  Litchville  Community Center  
 Saturday, February 7th  Wimbledon  Community Grocery Store  
 Saturday, February 14th Valley City  Valley City Eagles Aerie  
 Saturday, February 21st  Crossover  No Forum 
 Saturday, February 28th Enderlin   City Hall  
 Saturday, March 7th   ND Winter Show No Forum 
 Saturday, March 14th Valley City  Valley City Eagles Aerie  
 Saturday, March 21st Lisbon    Ransom County Courthouse Community Room  
 Saturday, March 28th Enderlin   City Hall  
 Saturday, April 4th  Valley City  Valley City Eagles Aerie  
 Saturday, April 11th   Lisbon   Ransom County Courthouse Community Room  
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VCSU 
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Valley Officeworks 

 

Dr. Larry E. Sayler 
Central Avenue Chiropractic 
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Sheyenne Care Center 
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Lafarge Dakota, Inc. 
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A.R.C. Thrift-E-Shop 
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Wells Fargo Bank 
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 VCSU 
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Greetings From Your  
President 

By Doug Anderson, VCSU 

The Business of Revitalization 
 
Back in the November issue of this 
newsletter, I wrote about my experi-
ence attending the Quality of Place 
Cornerstone meeting, and I described 
their work as some of the most fun 
and meaningful in the community. In 
December, I had a similar experience; 
this time with the Business Revitali-
zation committee. 
 

Just by the name (including the word “revitalization”), 
you can tell that this committee gets at the heart of what a 
Chamber of Commerce is all about. The discussion during 
this meeting was fascinating. The first part dealt with 
some of the logistics behind the committee’s most visible 
program, its “Lunch ‘n Learn” training programs. 
“Knowledge is capital,” and education is clearly one way 
the Chamber can help businesses grow. 
 
As the group included a few new members, the discussion 
turned to other ways the committee might focus revitaliza-
tion efforts. One possibility: work to fill up the Strauss 
Mall with tenants. Although this clearly is not the Cham-
ber’s responsibility, the logic behind this thought is that 
we would all rather have thriving businesses occupying 
that building than have it sit nearly empty. 
 
Another possibility: work to attract businesses that would 
enhance the quality of life for Valley City residents. Even 
the most dedicated Valley City residents do some amount 
of shopping in Jamestown or Fargo, usually because the 
type of business they want to buy from isn’t in Valley 
City. How much sales revenue could we keep right here in 
town by developing certain segments aimed at meeting 
the needs of our residents? 
 
Another idea took the opposite approach: rather than work 
to keep local shopping dollars in town, we could develop 
Valley City as a shopping destination to bring more shop-
pers into town from surrounding areas. One way we have 
worked on this in the past is in the area of antique retail-
ing. The continued success of our outstanding antique 
dealers shows the idea has merit; can we take this concept 
further? Are there other areas of specializations we might 
develop and promote? 
 
The way we left it was that Committee members would 
consider these ideas and in the next meeting they would 
pick one direction to pursue. I’ll try to attend that meeting, 
too just to see what direction they decide to go. 
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Let the Session Begin! 
Senator Larry Robinson, District 24, Legislative Report 
 

North Dakota’s 61st session of the legislature will 
convene on Tuesday, January 6, 2009 at the capital 
in Bismarck. 47 Senators and 94 members of the 
House of Representative will report to Bismarck for 
their legislative responsibilities. The legislators 
spent three days in Bismarck in early December for 
the organizational session. That time period is con-
sumed with a variety of tasks including the assign-

ment of committees, hearing the Governor’s Executive Budget rec-
ommendation, seating assignments, and a number of tasks designed 
to position the legislature to hit the road running when the session 
begins on January 6th. 
 

Although it will take a few days for legislators to get into a routine, 
within two weeks, the daily schedule will settle down and the long 
days filled with hearings and other legislative activity will be the 
norm. This session will be somewhat unusual with the state sitting on 
a projected $1.27 billion budget surplus. There are at least 44 other 
states that have serious financial challenges including our neighbor of 
Minnesota to the east.  It will be very important for the legislature to 
be wise when it comes to setting the budget for the next two year 
budget cycle.  Budget stability is very important.  The Governor has 
proposed in his Executive Budget. recommendation setting aside a 
significant portion of the surplus for a so called “rainy day”.  It is 
safe to say that we agree with that move. That simply represents good 
fiscal management. There will also be important needs to address in 
K-12 funding, support for our developmentally disabled providers 
and nursing facilities, public health units,  higher education, roads 
and bridges, state employees, support for our cities and counties, and 
other political subdivisions. These are but a few of the many issues 
we will be facing. The list is long.  We also have serious needs in the 
area of workforce development, and the critical need for the develop-
ment of energy infrastructure. 
 

Our state has challenges within our tax structure. We have a need for 
long term, sustainable, property tax relief.  There are a multitude of 
other issues that we will face during this session of the legislature. 
We welcome your input throughout the process. North Dakota is for-
tunate to have a citizen’s legislature. The ability for you to contact 
the legislature is relatively easy and very important. Your input is an 
important part of the legislature process. This is your legislature. 
 

Your District 24 Legislative team will once again be returning back 
to the district on weekends for legislative forums.  We encourage you 
to come out and join us for these events. Have a cup of coffee and 
share with us your thoughts, ideas and/or suggestions. We will at-
tempt to bring you up to date on happenings in Bismarck. A special 
thank you to Dean Ihla and staff at the Valley City Area Chamber of 
Commerce for their assistance in helping schedule these legislative 
forums, and the local host communities for allowing us to use their 
facilities. 
 

You will also hear form us on KOVC Radio in Valley City, and 
KQLX in Lisbon. Additionally, we will have regular legislative re-
ports in the Times Record, Litchville Bulletin, Enderlin independent, 
and Ransom County Gazette. 
 

You can reach us during the legislative session by using email at 
lrobinson@nd.gov; rmetcalf@nd.gov, and pmueller@nd.gov. The 
toll free telephone number to reach us during the legislative session is 
1-888-635-3447. Should your travels bring you to Bismarck during 
the session, please make a point of stopping by the capital for a visit. 
 

Happy New Year to You and Yours! 

Who’s Ready for Spring? 
            by Dean Ihla, Chamber EVP 

 
I’ve never really been bothered by winter.  
Having lived my entire life in North Dakota 
and Minnesota, it’s just something I’ve be-
come accustomed to.  Spring will return - it 
always has and will again this year.  That said, 
I’m already convinced the warm days of 
spring will feel especially nice in 2009.  
Maybe we’ve gotten more than a little spoiled 

after our recent string of mild winters.   
 

It takes more than sub-zero temperatures and 30 inches of snow 
to slow us down, and our upcoming schedule of events found 
in this month’s newsletter is proof of that.  Chamber events to 
take note of in January are the “FISH Philosophy” Lunch-n-
Learn program on January 14th.  We’ve scheduled two ses-
sions of this program at 10:30 and again at noon, both at the 
Hi-Liner Activity Center.  On January 27th, Mercy Hospital 
will be hosting a Chamber Business After Hours event from 5-
7 pm.  And on January 31st, our Ag Committee will be hosting 
their annual Winter Ag Social in partnership with the Barnes 
County Soil Conservation District. 
 

The 2009 Legislative Session is off and running and the Dis-
trict 24 schedule of Saturday morning forums is now in place.  
Please make plans to attend these informative sessions at the 
Valley City Eagles starting at 9:00 am.  The newly-formed 
Chamber Legislative Affairs Committee will continue to meet 
mid-week from time to time during the session to discuss bills 
relevant to our area.  Times and locations of these meetings 
will be announced through Chamber “e-minders” and our local 
media.  We’ll also be attending the out-of-town Saturday fo-
rums in surrounding communities.  If you would like to attend 
these, give our office a call for car-pooling information. 
 

The annual Marketplace for Entrepreneurs is coming up at the 
Bismarck Civic Center on January 13-14.  We’ve reserved 
side-by-side booths at Marketplace featuring the Development 
Corporation’s workforce development efforts, Valley City 
CVB, Sheyenne Valley National Scenic Byway, North Country 
Trail and the Valley City Chamber of Commerce.  Once again-
an example of the Valley City partnerships that get things done 
here.  Valley City attendees will also be doing classroom pres-
entations on the success of our housing projects and workforce 
development.  Yours truly is even scheduled as a panelist for a 
session called “What Workers Look For In a Community”. 
 

So despite the cold and snow, life goes on in Valley City.  
Meetings are already being held and plans are being made for 
the Soap Box Derby and Rally in the Valley in June.  The days 
are already getting longer and summer will be here before we 
know it!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our newest attraction:  “Mount Rosebud” 
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November 28th—Turkey - Edie Schmidt 
$20 Gift Certificate from Priaire Frame Shop - Sheryl Hanson 
 

November 29th— 
$25 Gift Certificate from John’s I-94 Tesoro - Deb Ross 
 

November 30th— 
$50 Savings Bond from Bank Forward - Bessie Matzke 
 

December 1st—Turkey - Mandy McClean 
Wagon from State Farm Insurance - Dorothy Janisch 
$25 Gift Certificate from Quilted Ceiling - Sue Carlsrud 
 

December 2nd—Turkey - Linda Grott 
Large Pizza from Pizza Corner - Kim Undem 
Woman’s Sketchers Athletic Shoes from Bong’s Bootery - 
Ginger Flemmer 
 

December 3rd—Turkey - Lynn Karges 
$25 Gift Certificate from Central Ave Health Mart Pharmacy - 
Melody Hetland 
 

December 4th—Turkey - Donelda Remmick 
Christmas Silk Centerpiece from Dakota Rose Floral - Allen 
Siebert 
 

December 5th—Turkey - Donna Webster 
$50 in Chamber Bucks from Rich Plecity Excavating - Joan 
Berntson 
 

December 6th— 
6 month Subscription from the Times-Record - Karen 
Anderson 
 

December 7th— 
Terry Redlin Christmas Plate from the Prairie Frame Shop - 
Jane Olson 
 

December 8th—Turkey - Evelyn Geiger 
$50 Gift Certificate from the Obsessed Photographers Group - 
James Verway 
Sunglasses from Meritcare Eye Clinic - Duane Larson 
 

December 9th—Turkey - Lorrell Brovold 
$25 Gift Certificate from Marketplace Foods - Alice Lebahn 
Large Pizza from Pizza Corner - Linda Lane 
 

December 10th—Turkey - Linda Nagle 
$50 Gift Certificate from Valley Drug - Kathy Holm 
 

December 11th—Turkey - Patti Willey 
$25 Gift Certificate from John’s I-94 Tesoro - Kari Kunze 
 

December 12th—Turkey - Cory Borg 
$50 Savings Bond from Nearly Nu - Linda Carico 
 

December 13th— 
$50 in Chamber Bucks from Dacotah Bank - Juleen Cruff 
December 14th— 
$25 Gift Certificate from Riverside Gardens - Laurie 
Lettenmaier 
 

December 15th—Turkey - Rita Beaudry 
Framed Hi-Line Print from Dutton’s Valley Gallery - Carol 
Jorissen 
$25 Gift Certificate from Dakota Plains Coop - Kenneth 
McCarty 
 

December 16th—Turkey - Richard Holden 
Hooded Sweatshirt from Xtreme Printing - Bonnie Karagan 
$25 Gift Certificate from Quilted Ceiling - Bonnie Pfeifer 
 

December 17th—Turkey - Ashley Turrubiantes 
Picture from Budget Home Furnishings - Arnold Diltz 
 

December 18th—Turkey—Myrna Leininger 
#102 Buck Hunting Knife from L&H Shoe Shop - Tyler Van 
Bruggen 
 

December 19th—Turkey - LaVerne Henne 
Santa Centerpiece Candy/Nut Server from Cathy’s Classics - 
Jody Smedshammer 
 

December 20th— 
$50 Gift Certificate from Valley Officeworks - Brenda Tompt 
 

December 21st— 
$50 in Chamber Bucks from Enterprise Electric - Mildred 
Enockson 
 

December 22nd—Turkey - Cindy Berge 
$25 Gift Certificate from Marketplace Foods - Olga Severson 
$25 Gift Certificate from Dakota Plains Coop - John Kaiser 
 

December 23rd—Turkey - Stanley Busch 
Winter Show Concert Tickets from KOVC - Kirsten Dehart 
$25 Gift Certificate from Riverside Gardens - Ellen Bostrom 
 

December 24th—Turkey - Sue Kapaun 
$25 Gift Certificate from Central Ave Health Mart Pharmacy - 
Dave Carlsrud 
Large Pizza from Pizza Corner - John Froelich 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Prize:  $500 in Chamber Bucks 
Kevin Kunze of Valley City 

Congratulations to our 2008  
Christmas in the Valley Button Winners!   
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Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce  

December Ambassador Visits 

Barnes Rural Water District 
New Member 
Perry Kapaun 

421 W. Main Street 
Valley City, ND 58072 

701-845-1117 
 

The Tax Team 
New Owners 

Niki & Josh Nelson 
253 Central Ave N  #2  
Valley City, ND 58072 

701-845-0073 

Direct Check 
New Member 
Cindy Nelson 

200 Central Ave N  Suite F 
Valley City, ND 58072 

701-845-2122 
www.direct-check.com    

Courtesy Water Consulting 
& Word of Mouth Carpeting 

New Business 
Dave & Lucia Singleton 
253 Central Ave N #4   

Valley City, ND 58072 
701-490-2782 
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“WELCOME” 
to our newest members 

Thank you  
 

to our members who have renewed their membership in the Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce in 
December.  Remember that it is policy of the Chamber to refer Chamber member businesses first!   

Barnes County Senior Citizens 
Burger King 
Central Business Systems 
Chinese Palace 
Innovis Health 
Mercy Hospital 

Meritcare Valley City Eye Clinic 
Steve & Mary Lee Nielson 
Pamida 
Professional Eyecare Associates 
Quilted Ceiling 
Sheyenne Sno-Drifters 

 

Direct Check 
Cindy Nelson 

200 Central Ave N 
Valley City, ND  58072 

701-845-2122 

Taxable Sales in Valley City Increase by 24% 
 

The state Tax Department says North Dakota's taxable sales and purchases for July, August and September totaled more 
than $3.45 billion, an increase of  $755 million, or 28 percent from the same period last year.  Most  retail industries in the 
state reported growth during the third quarter of the year, with the transportation and warehousing sector seeing the largest 
percentage growth at 503%.  The wholesale trade sector had the largest growth in dollars, growing $254.4 million com-
pared with last year.  Bolstered by activity in the oil industry, cities in western North Dakota saw the largest increase in 
3rd quarter sales over 2007. 
 

Helped by the Keystone Pipeline and wind tower projects, Valley City’s 3rd quarter sales experienced an increase of 
24.4% over 2007 and totaled $18.2 million.  Only four other communities in the eastern half of North Dakota had larger 
increases.   
 

The sales tax collections for the 50 largest North Dakota cities can be found on page 7.  The full tax report as well as past 
reports can be found at  www.nd.gov/tax//salesanduse/pubs. 

 

Enticing Scents  
Body & Bath LLC 

Val Lorie Carpenterlove 
Valley City, ND  58072 

701-880-0328 

U.S. Senator Kent Conrad and North Dakota Agriculture Commissioner Roger Johnson are once again spon-
soring the Annual Marketplace for Entrepreneurs at the Bismarck Civic Center on January 13-14.  This 
free show brings entrepreneurs together with businesses through trade show displays, breakout sessions 
and keynote speakers.  
    

Marketplace for Entrepreneurs is a collaborative effort to develop home-based businesses, small busi-
nesses, agricultural diversification, value-added agriculture, information technology, new business ideas, 
marketing skills and stronger communities. Often described as "a supermarket of ideas, information and 
resources," Marketplace is also a showcase of innovation, a public forum, a classroom and much more.  
 

For registration information and a complete list of events, speakers and classes go to 
www.marketplaceforentrepreneurs.org 

 



Comparisons of Taxable Sales & Taxable Sales and Purchases
Largest 50 Cities, Third Quarters 2007 and 2008

TAXABLE SALES TAXABLE SALES AND PURCHASES

THIRD QUARTER THIRD QUARTER PERCENT THIRD QUARTER THIRD QUARTER PERCENT

CITIES 2007 2008 CHANGE 2007 2008 CHANGE

Ashley $1,441,037 $1,173,763 -18.55% $1,454,115 $1,193,451 -17.93%
Beach 3,743,298 3,721,963 -0.57% 3,759,099 3,751,014 -0.22%
Beulah 6,084,955 6,346,344 4.30% 6,146,697 6,413,839 4.35%
Bismarck 295,558,984 315,990,777 6.91% 316,945,307 335,804,081 5.95%
Bottineau 8,660,895 11,886,255 37.24% 8,689,757 11,969,116 37.74%
Bowman 6,084,410 7,576,321 24.52% 6,409,213 7,902,861 23.30%
Cando 1,974,454 2,343,411 18.69% 2,221,735 2,752,004 23.87%
Carrington 10,302,598 12,460,738 20.95% 10,724,666 12,840,228 19.73%
Casselton 3,626,951 5,118,591 41.13% 3,736,373 5,203,031 39.25%
Cavalier 4,033,650 4,489,250 11.29% 8,815,508 10,192,561 15.62%
Cooperstown 3,621,282 4,225,409 16.68% 3,679,748 4,299,608 16.85%
Crosby 2,286,016 2,862,769 25.23% 2,290,751 2,871,309 25.34%
Devils Lake 32,797,731 34,791,476 6.08% 33,227,700 35,160,386 5.82%
Dickinson 75,055,511 92,931,749 23.82% 78,270,833 97,206,946 24.19%
Ellendale 2,385,652 2,524,724 5.83% 2,611,479 2,670,872 2.27%
Fargo 498,252,741 546,547,318 9.69% 552,712,240 599,070,353 8.39%
Garrison 2,970,968 3,917,435 31.86% 3,072,557 4,049,195 31.79%
Grafton 12,239,258 14,553,393 18.91% 12,634,883 15,020,582 18.88%
Grand Forks 232,815,393 240,769,159 3.42% 246,988,010 256,459,852 3.83%
Harvey 5,037,449 6,763,626 34.27% 5,125,194 6,903,680 34.70%
Hazen 3,909,717 3,902,797 -0.18% 3,927,012 3,919,663 -0.19%
Hettinger 3,976,015 4,104,472 3.23% 4,232,270 4,200,935 -0.74%
Hillsboro 3,630,684 3,788,224 4.34% 3,647,610 3,854,626 5.68%
Jamestown 45,374,964 54,551,030 20.22% 47,290,082 56,746,342 20.00%
Kenmare 6,309,198 7,493,403 18.77% 6,885,163 8,483,104 23.21%
Langdon 6,245,154 7,318,402 17.19% 6,311,535 7,391,239 17.11%
Larimore 1,038,950 1,152,125 10.89% 1,126,081 1,173,003 4.17%
Lincoln 376,052 449,667 19.58% 376,052 450,333 19.75%
Linton 2,196,219 2,487,116 13.25% 2,257,369 2,589,166 14.70%
Lisbon 6,858,724 8,995,354 31.15% 6,893,806 9,083,409 31.76%
Mandan 44,980,537 42,884,574 -4.66% 49,736,404 49,436,120 -0.60%
Mayville 3,667,467 4,008,211 9.29% 3,685,838 4,065,516 10.30%
Minot 186,894,052 214,292,100 14.66% 197,566,423 226,766,322 14.78%
New Rockford 2,073,099 2,495,270 20.36% 2,075,725 2,502,465 20.56%
New Town 1,581,186 2,686,553 69.91% 1,703,951 2,743,638 61.02%
Northwood 3,919,211 5,524,926 40.97% 4,137,263 5,775,797 39.60%
Oakes 5,009,283 5,547,243 10.74% 5,242,588 5,734,351 9.38%
Park River 2,626,718 3,638,012 38.50% 2,670,854 3,692,273 38.24%
Rolla 4,262,455 4,897,914 14.91% 4,323,229 4,933,225 14.11%
Rugby 8,593,922 10,585,801 23.18% 9,984,782 11,983,969 20.02%
Stanley 3,669,098 7,867,467 114.43% 3,687,433 7,914,644 114.64%
Tioga 8,642,542 14,515,149 67.95% 17,031,046 36,610,220 114.96%

Valley City                            13,441,411                  16,334,028         21.52%                 14,622,338                 18,190,251               24.40%
Wahpeton 19,005,235 20,457,706 7.64% 25,848,225 25,689,339 -0.61%
Walhalla 1,677,831 1,877,497 11.90% 1,956,347 2,262,089 15.63%
Washburn 3,383,275 3,724,867 10.10% 3,424,071 3,789,451 10.67%
Watford City 7,781,812 11,560,689 48.56% 8,931,787 11,903,579 33.27%
West Fargo 60,077,068 61,885,303 3.01% 66,188,434 66,564,037 0.57%
Williston 110,782,109 197,687,291 78.45% 119,490,505 209,198,104 75.08%
Wishek 3,259,061 4,517,135 38.60% 3,267,441 4,524,251 38.46%

Subtotal 50 Cities $1,784,216,282 $2,052,224,797 15.02% $1,938,037,529 $2,223,906,430 14.75%

Remaining Cities 127,860,475 148,757,733 16.34% 145,906,165 241,483,687 65.51%

Total In-State $1,912,076,757 $2,200,982,530 15.11% $2,083,943,694 $2,465,390,117 18.30%

Consolidated and 
Out-Of-State 461,063,613 701,944,388 52.24% 613,895,804 987,127,986 60.80%

Grand Total In- and
Out-Of-State $2,373,140,370 $2,902,926,918 22.32% $2,697,839,498 $3,452,518,103 27.97%

- 7 -
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Looking for the Key to Low Cost  
Business-to-Business Advertising? 

The Chamber Pride Newsletter now offers our  
members the opportunity to purchase business  
card-sized ads for the low cost of $20 per issue. 
Insert ads are also available for $30 per issue.   

Contact the Chamber at 845-1891 for details. 
 Multi-issue discounts also available! 

         Business Card Ad Rates 
 

# of Issues  Each            Total 
     1  $20.00  $20 
     2  $17.50  $35 
     3  $16.67  $50 
     4  $16.25  $65 
     5  $15.00  $75 
     must purchase quantity in advance  

Chamber Newsletter Ad Rates* 

Business Card Ads 

*Advertising available to members of the Valley City Area 
Chamber of Commerce only.   

   Multi-issue discounts must be placed within one calendar 
year starting January 1, 2009. 

Insert Ad Rates 
 
Frequency  Each            Total 
     1  $30.00  $30 
     2  $25.00  $50 
     3  $22.00  $66 
      

Discount received on subsequent purchases 
Advertiser supplies 300 copies 

Inserts 

Contact the Chamber for more information, 
845-1891 or chamber@hellovalley.com 

Chamber Ag Social January 31st  
 

The talent young group “Fiddlin’ Friendzy” will be 
the featured entertainment at the 2009 Chamber Ag 
Banquet on Saturday, January 31st at the Valley 
City Eagles.  The social will start at 6:30 pm with the 
dinner and program at 7:00.  Special awards will be 
presented to the Outstanding Agriculturist and Out-
standing Agri-Business.  The Barnes County Soil 
Conservation District will also be presenting their 
Conservation Awards at the banquet. 
 

If you have not returned your sponsorship acknowl-
edgement form, please do so today.  If you did not 
receive a form but would like information on how to 
be a sponsor, call the Chamber at 845-1891. 
 
 

Lunch & Learn Program  
January 14th - Don’t Miss It! 

 

The Chamber Business Relations/Revitalization 
Committee invites you and your employees to 
attend  the special brownbag program, “FISH-
Catch the Energy, Reach Your Potential” 

presented by Marcia Foss and Dolores Manson at 10:30 AM and again 
at 12:00 noon at the Valley City Public School Hi-Liner Activity Center.    
 
What is FISH!? 
 

FISH! is a skill that provides the process, tools and language to generate 
the skills necessary to design a workplace full of inspiration, creativity 
and innovation. FISH! creates a common language. A language that will 
help improve your culture by using four simple practices – Be There, 
Play, Make Their Day and Choose Your Attitude FISH! is a wisdom that 
everyone can embrace. It is an invitation that enables people to care 
about each other and their commitments. FISH! is an ongoing journey. It 
is not a fad. It is a practice and a skill that evolves over time creating a 
positive workplace and a vibrant culture each time it is embraced. 
 

Today, FISH! is flourishing in corporate and educational markets 
throughout the world— championed by business leaders, HR, training 
professionals and individuals committed to creating a culture of trust, 
accountability and innovation.  
 

The FISH! Philosophy is an invitation to re-awaken the self-trusting, 
creative spirit within each of us. It inspires you to start new conversa-
tions about what's possible and to develop new attitudes about how you 
show up in your community both at home and in the workplace. FISH! 
inspires you to have fun again, at work, at school and at home every day 
of the week!  



My business would like to become a supporting sponsor: 
 
Business Name: ____________________________________ 
 
__________  I wish to be a supporting sponsor for $100.  I will receive two complimentary tickets and special recognition 

in the evening’s program. 
 
__________  I wish to be a supporting sponsor for $100.  Please have the committee disperse my tickets to other attendees.  

I will receive special recognition in the evening’s program.   
 
__________  I am able to sponsor $______ for this event.  I will 

receive special recognition in this evening’s program.   
 
Please RSVP by January 15th.   
 
Please send to : 
Agriculture Committee 
Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce 
250 Main St W, PO Box 724 
Valley City, ND 58072 
 
701-845-1891 (phone)  
701-845-1892 (fax) 

The Agriculture Committee of the Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce invites you  to participate in the 
Winter Ag Social on Saturday, January 31st at the Valley City Eagles Club.  A no host social will begin at 6:30 
p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. 
 
This year’s program will feature “Fiddlin’ Friendzy”, three youngsters who have been fiddling together for 
several years now and make up the core players in the group - Jadan Sorenson (14) and Sadie Sorenson (12) are 
a brother/sister team, and their good friend Duran Vigesaa (13).   The group’s name is Fiddlin’ Friendzy because 
you never know exactly who will be playing – they’ll bring along any musical friends that are available to join 
in. Their main focus is old-time fiddle music, with a little bluegrass and other varieties thrown in the mix.  
 
We’re asking local businesses to sponsor this years Winter Ag Social.  Be being a $100 sponsor,  you’ll receive two 
complimentary tickets and special recognition in the evening’s program.  If you are able to sponsor a lesser 
amount, you will also receive special recognition in the evening’s program.  We’ll also be giving away two door 
prizes, $100 and $50 gift certificates to be used only at participating businesses.   
 
Please contact the Chamber if you would like more information, 845-1891 or chamber@hellovalley.com or visit 
the news page at www.valleycitynd.com.   

Valley City Area  
Chamber of Commerce 
Agriculture Committee 

2009 Winter Ag Social 

Chamber Ag Committee Members: 
Scott Beilke, Chair     Dacotah Bank   
Shawn Vachal        Bank Forward   
Randy Grueneich        Barnes County Agent  
Jerry Bennefeld        American Family Insurance 
Ryan Graalum        Wells Fargo Bank  
Ken Astrup        Dakota Plains Cooperative 
Reuben Viland        Ag Country Farm Credit Services 
Craig Larsen        High Plains Water Conditioning 
Bruce Anderson         Farmer 
Perry Laub         FSA  
Jerry Perkins         Perkins, Inc.   
Bobby Koepplin         Cass County Electric 
Jeff Nathan         Oliver-Nathan Funeral Chapel 
Mark Oberlander        Dacotah Bank   
Dustin Theurer         Ag Country Farm Credit Services 
Mark Brandvold         Valley City Equipment, Inc. 
Dean Kinney         Lafarge Dakota, Inc.  
Nathan Hoehn          Wells Fargo Bank 



9 

 

Hosted by: 

 

* Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and refreshments 
* Door prizes 
* Come meet our new CEO, Keith Heuser 

HEC Building   
(across the driveway from the main lobby) 

Register to win $25 in Chamber Bucks! 

Tuesday, January 27th 
5-7 pm 



Community Calendar of Events 
www.valleycitynd.com 

 

For detailed information, please visit www.valleycitynd.com 
 

January 2009 
 

• January 5-30 – VCSU Gallery VCSU Art Faculty Exhibition.   
• January 8 - VCHS Girls Basketball vs. Fargo South, 7:45pm. 
• January 8 – Dance Day at Senior Center, 1:30p.m.- 4:00p.m., featuring Steve Samek.  
• January 10 - VCHS Girls Basketball vs. Shanley, 3:30pm.  
• January 10 - VCHS Boys Basketball vs. Shanley, 5:15pm. 
• January 13 – Barnes County Wildlife Landowners Appreciation Dinner, VC Eagles, 6:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  
• January 13 - VCHS Girls Basketball vs. Wahpeton, 7:45pm. 
• January 13, 15-17 – Barnes County Boys Basketball Tourney, VCSU Fieldhouse.   
• January 14 – St. Catherine’s Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser, St. Catherine’s Gym, 5:00-7:00pm. 
• January 15 – Senior Evening Meals,  Entrée Glazed Ham.  Contact Senior Center 845-4300.  
• January 15 – BCHS Lecture Series 

o Featuring Ina Thompsen – Rome, the Eternal City.  7:00pm.  
• January 15 – VCSU Men’s Basketball vs Dickinson State University, 7:30pm.  
• January 15 - VCSU Women’s Basketball vs. Dickinson State University, 5:30pm. 
• January 15 – VCHS JR & SR High Art Show, 6:30p.m.-8:30p.m. 
• January 16 - VCHS Boys Basketball vs. West Fargo, 7:45pm. 
• January 17 – District 24 Legislative Forum, VC Eagles  9:00a.m.-11:00a.m.  
• January 17 – Fishing Derby-Sibley, 12:00 noon-3:00p.m. Contact Jay Holm at 840-1293 or Jill 

Christensen at 845-2087 or 845-2378. 
• January 18 – VCSU Men’s Basketball vs. Minot State University, 6:00pm. 
• January 18 – VCSU Women’s Basketball vs. Minot State University, 4:00pm.  
• January 20 – VCHS Gymnastics Valley City Blue/White Dual, 5:30pm. 
• January 20-24  - VCHS Snow Week Activities 
• January 22 – VCHS Snow Week Coronation  
• January 22 – Dance Day at Senior Center, 1:30p.m. – 4:00p.m., featuring Country Lads. 
• January 22 - VCHS Wrestling vs. Lisbon, 7:00pm.  
• January 22 – VCSU Gallery VCSU Art Faculty Exhibition Reception, 7:00-8:30pm.   
• January 23 - VCHS Boys Basketball vs.  Red River, 7:45pm. 
• January 24 – District 24 Legislative Forum, Ransom County Courthouse Community Room- Lisbon, 

9:00a.m.-11:00a.m.  
• January 24 - VCHS Girls Basketball vs. Maple Valley, 4:15pm. 
• January 24 – VCHS Snow Dance, 9:00p.m.-11:55p.m.   
• January 27 - VCHS Girls Basketball vs. Fargo North, 6:00pm.  



• January 27 - VCHS Boys Basketball vs. Fargo North, 7:45pm.  
• January 28 – Rotary Pancake Supper, 5-7pm, VFW Club.  
• January 29 – VCSU Student Recital featuring Michael Whisler, Guitar.  Froemke Auditorium, 7:30pm. 
• January 29 – Pie Day at Senior Center, 2:00p.m.-3:30p.m.   
• January 30 - VCHS Boys Basketball vs. Grafton Senior, 7:45pm.  
• January 30 – Last day to view the VCSU Gallery VCSU Art Faculty Exhibition.   
• January 30-31 – VCPR Youth Basketball Tourney.  Contact Parks & Rec for more information,        

845-3294. 
• January 31 – VC Chamber & BC Soil Conservation Dist. Ag Social and Banquet, Social 6:30, Dinner, 

awards, and program 7:00, tickets available from any Ag Committee member or call Chamber 845-
1891. 

• January 31 – District 24 Legislative Forum, Litchville Community Center, 9:00a.m.-11:00a.m. 
 

February 2009 
 

• February 1 – VCSU Opera Ensemble, Froemke Auditorium, 3:00pm.   
• February 2-27 – VCSU Gallery Annual Art Student Exhibition.   
• February 3 - VCHS Boys Basketball vs. Wahpeton, 7:45pm. 
• February 5 – Senior Evening Meals,  Entrée Roast Beef and Gravy. Contact Senior Center 845-4300. 
• February 6 - VCSU Men’s Basketball vs. Mayville State University, 7:30pm. 
• February 6 - VCSU Women’s Basketball vs. Mayville State University, 5:30pm.  
• February 7 – District 24 Legislative Forum- Wimbledon Grocery Store, 9:00a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
• February 7 - VCSU Men’s Basketball vs. Dakota State University, 6:00pm. 
• February 7 - VCSU Women’s Basketball vs. Dakota State University, 4:00pm.  
• February 7 – Robert Birklid Production Sale, NDWS Building.  Contact Robert Birklid at 701-924-8876. 
• February 7, 9, 10 – Café Concert, 7:30p.m. – 10:00p.m. 
• February 8 – VCSU Faculty Recital, Froemke, 3:00pm.   
• February 9 – “Trumpet Invasion” 

o Presented by the VC Concert Association, 7:30pm, Vangstad Auditorium.  Contact Diana 
Skroch at 845-7273 for more information. 

• February 12 – Dance Day at Senior Center, 1:30p.m. – 4:00p.m., featuring Steve Samek  
• February 13 – Fingal Wildlife Smoker 
• February 14 – District 24 Legislative Forum, VC Eagles, 9:00a.m.-11:00a.m.   
• February 16 – Dakota Power Bull Sale, NDWS Building.  Contact Pat Thoreson at 701-371-8230. 
• February 17 - VCHS Girls Basketball vs. Devils Lake, 7:30pm. 
• February 17, 19 – Jefferson/Washington Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences, 5:00 – 8:00p.m. 
• February 18-21 – “Death of a Salesman” presented by the VCSU Theatre, Vangstad Auditorium, 

7:30pm.  Contact 845-7320 for more information.   
• February 18 - VCSU Men’s Basketball vs. SD School of Mines & Tech, 7:30pm.  
• February 18 - VCSU Women’s Basketball vs. SD School of Mines & Tech, 5:30pm. 
• February 19 – Senior Evening Meals,  Entrée Pork Chops. Contact Senior Center 845-4300. 



Lunch-n-Learn  
is a monthly series brought to you by the Business 
Relations/Revitalization Committee of the  
Valley City Area Chamber of Commerce.   
There is no charge for the January program 

 

A Remarkable 
Way to Boost  
Morale and  
Improve Results 

 2 Sessions! 

10:30 am or 

12:00 noon 

Send all your employees 

Brownbag Programs to Benefit You & Your Business!Brownbag Programs to Benefit You & Your Business!  
  

Wednesday, January 14th 
Hi-Liner Activity Center 
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